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Welcome to the pre-season newsletter for the 2021 season – our 50th anniversary season!  
 
Covid-19 rules 
 
The situation remains fluid. However, until and unless we hear otherwise, we will assume a full TVCL season in 2021 
under our normal rules, i.e. with normal promotion and relegation, and full-length matches beginning with the 
Round 1 games on Saturday, 8th May.  
 
It is likely that some form of Covid-19 rules will need to be applied again in the 2021 season – watch this space for 
further details! We have already announced a proactive decision for the whole of the 2021 season on cricket teas 
(see below). We think that certain grounds might be unavailable or under Covid-19 restrictions – if you are aware 
of any issues then please advise as soon as possible if you have not already done so. We are anticipating some 
ground and availability clashes with recreational football, which I understand plans to extend its season into the 
early summer – again, please advise as and when you become aware of any issues that might affect your club.  
 
TVCL 2021 Competition - Member Club Declaration 

 
All Member Clubs will confirm that by agreeing to take part in the TVCL 2021 Competition, and also on behalf 
of all their Club’s Participants who they select to take part in any TVCL organised fixtures, that they agree and 
have understood that they have all voluntarily taken part in the Competition at their own risk. Including (in 
respect of COVID-19), that the Member Club acknowledges that participation is strictly at their own risk and, 
they extinguish their rights to make a claim against the TVCL, its Management Committee, or other Member 
Club in respect of COVID-19.  
 
Members Clubs should ensure that they have updated contact details for all their bone-fide Participants. This 
should include that they have each made a similar declaration towards your Member Club, as to the 
Participants voluntary choice to take part in your Members Clubs organised activities, and that they have read 
and understood your Members Clubs new COVID-19 rules and regulations and agree to abide by them. 
Including (in respect of COVID-19), that they acknowledge that participation is strictly at their own risk and, 
they extinguish their rights to make a claim against the Member Club (and by extension against the TVCL and 
its Management Committee) for participation in the TVCL 2021 Competition. This will be the responsibility of 
the Member Clubs themselves to evidence. 
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Teas 
 
We have already announced the suspension, for the whole of the 2021 season, of the clause in Match Rule 14.6 
which requires the home team to provide, at its own cost, a cricket tea for both of the teams and the match officials. 
So it will be the same as last year, i.e. ‘bring your own’. 
 
This was a pragmatic decision – it is unclear if/when mass catering will be allowed again, and it would be difficult 
for a number of our clubs to - at short notice - start providing a tea again having not done so for the best part of 
two years. We are aware that there is a national debate taking place at the moment with regard to cricket teas, and 
there will be a member club proposal to the next AGM on the permanent removal of the requirement for a home 
team to provide a tea – so everyone will get their chance to have their say and vote in due course. 
 
50th Anniversary Celebrations 
 
Our first season was in 1972 so the 2021 season will be our 50th anniversary. We are planning a number of events 
to celebrate this landmark and these will include Representative XI matches against the Club Cricket Conference on 
Thursday, 22nd July, at Amersham C.C., 11.30am start; and a double header against the Cherwell Cricket League on 
Wednesday, 18th August, at Finchampstead C.C., 1.00pm start, comprising two matches, one for Level 1-3 and one 
for Level 4 and below. Watch this space for further details! 
 
Annual Dinner 
 
This will take place at The Castle Hotel, Windsor, on Friday, 22nd October and Monty Panesar will be our guest 
speaker. Watch this space for further details. 
 
Trophies 
 
We have decided to retire our old trophies and have a revamp moving forward. When John Goodman passed away 
in 2019, we decided to have a new trophy made in his honour: The John Goodman Trophy will be presented to our 
league champions, engraved with all past champions, and the winning club will keep it for a year, along with a newly 
designed ‘league champions’ flag. The winners of each division will receive a non-returnable engraved trophy and 
a pennant. We will no longer award trophies for individual batting and bowling performances; the leading run 
scorers and wicket takers will be recorded on a special page on TVCL16. We will also no longer give out individual 
trophies to players in winning teams although it will be possible for clubs to order them (and collect privately) on 
request if they so wish. The rationale for these changes is to a) reflect changing tastes, b) try to reduce the rather 
time-consuming awards process at our annual dinner and c) end the rather thankless and time-consuming task of 
collecting in trophies every year and keeping them in good condition etc. 
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Fair Play Award  
 
We have decided to change and expand the Fair Play Award this year. Prizes will be awarded to the leading clubs 
rather than teams, and the prize money will be significantly increased. We have been working on an algorithm so 
that clubs with multiple teams are not disadvantaged in comparison to those with single or fewer teams; clearly, to 
win the award, all of a club’s teams will need to do well, and the more teams that a club has the harder it is to 
maintain a high standard. We will publish details of the algorithm and new prize awards soon – watch this space! 
 
Gradings & Standards  
 
We have recently published revised Gradings & Standards Requirements – see TVCL16 if you missed this. While 
determined to maintain high ground standards throughout the TVCL, we have concluded that the emphasis in Levels 
8-10 should be on ‘get the game on’. Having relaxed the requirements for Levels 8-10, we will enforce the 
requirements for Level 5-7 strictly for the start of the 2022 season. 
 
Overseas Players, Player Transfers & Team Strengthening 
 
You will have seen recent communications on this subject and the details are published on the rules page on 
TVCL16. All clubs are reminded that our Player Eligibility rules, on overseas players, junior players, player transfers 
and team strengthening, will be applied strictly and without exception.  
 
TVCL16 data 
 
This is the time of year when all clubs should be updating their officer, player and ground details on TVCL16. You 
must enter full details, including post code and directions, for all the grounds that you use. Likewise, your club 
officer details, especially captains’ mobile phone numbers, need to be up-to-date. If you use multiple second 
grounds then it your responsibility to make sure that your opposition knows which ground to go to. 
 
I have previously asked clubs to populate the date of birth on their player records wherever possible; this really is  
a very useful task because – I am reliably informed - there is a 99.8% chance of uniquely identifying a TVCL player 
by his/her first name, surname and date of birth, and being able to quickly and easily identify players makes it much 
easier for our Player Eligibility team to do its job. For instance, if Fred Bloggs born on 31/03/90 suddenly pops up 
playing for Club ABC, with his date of birth we will be able to quickly and easily distinguish him from the Fred Bloggs 
born on 15/06/93 who is currently registered to Club XYZ. 
 
DLS Version 
 
We will be using Version 4 of DLS in the 2021 season. If your scorer uses PCS Pro then all he/she will need to do is 
to download the latest version – this will automatically use Version 4 of DLS; if he/she does not then you will need 
a laptop with version 4 of DLS loaded onto it - I understand that this is available from the ECB.  
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Umpire Points Rule 
 
The umpire points rule, which was introduced in the 2019 season but then suspended last year for the shortened 
2020 season, will apply again in the 2021 season. You will have seen recent communications on this subject and the 
details are published on the rules page on TVCL16. 
 
Uxbridge C.C. Full Membership from 2022 
 
Further to the SGM vote in November, Uxbridge C.C. will become a full member of the TVCL again for the 2022 
season. Its 1st XI will be placed in Level 2; its 2nd XI in Level 5; and its 3rd XI in Level 7. N.b. its 4th XI is currently placed 
in Level 9. To accommodate this one extra team will be relegated from each of Levels 2, 5 and 7, although to note, 
as always, relegation will be dependent on how many teams come down from the HCPCL. 
 
Divisional Structure & Fixtures for 2022  
 
We are aware that it has become increasingly difficult for member clubs, in the autumn, to decide whether or not 
to enter or withdraw teams from the following year’s competition, with ground and availability issues both to the 
fore. There are no easy solutions to this problem, but we have decided to extend our deadline for the entry of new 
teams into the 2022 competition to 15th January, 2022, with a view to publishing the fixtures by 31st January latest. 
We hope that this will be helpful to member clubs. 
 
And finally … 
 
Best wishes to all member clubs, teams, players and officials for the 2021 season. Let’s hope that the weather will 
be kind to us and that we can put the frustrations of the Covid-19 pandemic behind us and celebrate our 50th 
anniversary in style. 
 
Matthew Stevenson 
Hon. Secretary 


